Meloidogyne javanica J2 were extracted by the sodium hypochlorite method (Hussey et al., 1973) from brinjal (cv. BR 112) or tomato (cv. Selection 7) plants maintained in glasshouse culture pots. Pasteuria penetrans was multiplied on potted brinjal plants raised in a glasshouse following the technique essentially devised by Stirling & Wachtel (1980) . Pasteuria penetrans-infected Meloidogyne females were dissected out from plant roots under a stereomicroscope in distilled water, transferred to an Eppendorf tube (2 ml) in a small amount of distilled water, and crushed mechanically by using a plastic micropestle to release the endospores in water. The suspension was passed through a 500 mesh sieve (pore size 26 μm) and collected in a flask. The endospore count was made using a haemacytometer under a compound microscope (400×). A stock of 4 × 10 6 endospores ml −1 suspension was prepared for experimental purpose and preserved in a refrigerator (7 ± 2°C) until use.
Root exudates of nine plant species (Table 1) were collected by two methods. In the first method (Experiment 1), five seeds of each plant species were sown in steamsterilised soil in 15 cm diam. (capacity 1 kg soil) pots. Three pots were maintained for each plant species. After germination, only three plants were retained. In the case of brinjal and tomato, 4-week-old healthy seedlings were transplanted. Four weeks after germination/establishment of seedlings, the pots were saturated with distilled water and 50 ml more water was added to each pot. The excess water percolating through the pot hole was collected in beakers and passed through Whatmann filter paper no. 1 to eliminate any suspended material and soil particles. The filtrate designated as 'root exudate' was kept in a refrigerator (7 ± 2°C) and used within a few hours. A set of three pots without plants was subjected to similar treatment to collect 'soil leachate'. In the second method (Experiment 2), a separate set of ten plants for each species was raised similarly in glasshouse. When 4 weeks old, the plants were uprooted and their roots washed thoroughly to remove adhering soil. The roots of ten plants of each plant species (shoots intact) were immersed in a flask containing 100 ml of sterile distilled water. The assembly was left at room temperature overnight. The plants were removed and the water in the flasks was designated as 'root exudates'. These were kept in a refrigerator (7 ± 2°C) and used within a few hours.
The experiments were conducted in 6-well tissue culture plates. Each treatment received 1 ml of respective plant root exudates or soil leachate or distilled water + 0.5 ml of nematode suspension (200 J2 ml −1 ) + 0.5 ml of P. penetrans endospore suspension (4 × 10 6 endospores ml −1 ) so as to achieve a final density of 50 J2 and 1 × 10 6 endospores ml −1 . Distilled water alone and/or soil leachate served as control(s). The plates were stored in an incubator at 25 ± 1°C. The number of endospores attached on ten J2 at random from each replicate was recorded after 24 and 48 h using an inverted microscope (400×). There were four replicates for each treatment.
The data were analysed statistically by using the statistical package OPSTAT, available online at http://www. hau.ernet.in. Two factorial completely randomised design
